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FOREWORD

Please, take moment to look at our new list of recent acquisitions. Here, you will find samssite fifteenth and
sixteenthcentury books in Latin @s. 1, 3 andé) and German @s 4, 5), including a Gutenberg leaf from the first
printed Bible of 145%With the exce® A y 3f @ NI NBE NIzo NA O b. ) 2TNdidsi edidn dikhecadripléte NI &
works of Johndckein three volumegno. 8) and a short military essay Italian from the prestigious Fletcher of

{ I £ (2 dzy ©&7) chmpietdbuNselectioy of outstanding new titles

Symonds Rare Books would like to invite you to our bootied@®@" New York Antiquarian Book Fair, taking place from
5" Marchto 8" March 2020, where you will be able to view some of our prized items including incuadiuisal
history and sciencexquisiely framed eighteenthand nineteenthcentury prints

Thomas J. Symonds
September 2019



1. GRITSCHohannedpseudao; Gritsch, Conradus
Quadragesimale.

[Ulm], Jdann Zainer, [14]76.

£26,000

Royal folio (405 x 275mn269 leaves (of 271, withoutdniks). Gothic letters
doublecolumn text of 50 lines. Exquisite and extremely rare decor
woodcut border on the first leaf of texthich isvery uncommon in printec
versons sincethis sort of foliion was usually illuminated or rubricatéy
hand. Numerous fine and sumptuouslibh@ printed initials at the beginning «
each sermon. SmallediBe initials in the last section of the book. Manusc
carrections to the misnumbiag of the early numerical quiring printed in tl
centre at thehead of the leaves. A few marginalia throughout. Early inscrij
at the top left corner of the upper pastedown regarding the influence o
moon over sea leveland the unfortunate conpction of Jupiter and Mar:
according to Albertus Magnus (see, [6%tphia Pauperum, XXV). Ea
KFYRGNARGOGSY GAGES Ay Ayl G2 GKS
and a flower clearly visible on both pastedowns (cfu@ritj48715). Some
very snall wormholes evenly scattered on first and final leaves, fedtiaty
the text, and negligible soiling and thumb maiksmargins. Bound ir
contemporary Landshut blirslamped pigskin over thick wooden boal
[EBDB w000032Front cover magnificdgtdecorated with tools showing dee
dragons, rampant liorsndfloral motifs on four concentric panels divide@b
doublefillet ruling. Minor loss of leather to foot and lower edge. Rear c
with a different floral dearative pattern. Spine five compartments with foul
raised bands covering thick doutde/isg supports. Catches, metal centred
cornerpiecesare laking, whilst the original clasps are still present. Despite
loss of most metal embellishments, the binding is rerbfrkaelpreserved
andrich toolngis in near perfect coittbn. Faded name of the author inscrib
on centre of front cover. This copy is incredibly fresh, cteep, and
excetionallywidemargined.
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HISpopular collection ofatin sermonswas written by the Franciscan
preachker Karad (ConraduyGritsch between 1440 and 1444. However, his
book was published under the illustrious name of his brotbehann
(Johannep(1409¢ 1475), a famous preacher from Basel, who distinguished
himself for his knowledge of canon law, natscérce and exegesisThis

is the third of twentyfour incunable editions of this work, the second
published by Jann Z Ay SNJ FNRY ! fY®d / 2YLI NBR
there ae very few changes to the teahdin the general outlook of the
0221 ® DNARAGAOKQa aSN¥z2ya ogSNB YSIy
and meditations of Lent, providing them with pradtiadvice that were
taken from the Bible and othencient writersincluding Ovid. The text is
accompanied by an index with an interesting reference system that makes
use ofnumbers (referring to the Sundays within one year) and letters,
dividing eaclsernon into smaller sections. This mnemonic device is duly
descibed in the preface. The index is followed by fifty sermons in Latin regarding Lent (from 27a to 252b); a list
sacred readings for the main festivities of the year (from 253a to 268\a) famed list of meditations, with the unusual
explicit athecolophg/ = Ay SKAOK (GKS RFEGS F2NXIG A& aK2NILISySR
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Left: Front cover
Top fght: Detail of theool work
Bottom right The unusuadb T exgcit
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praised by William Morris as beingeoafthe finest examples afoodcut decoration of the fifteenth centurin the

two editions of this particular work produced by Zainer, the usual jester of the border is skilfully substituted with
R2O0G2NJ aLRNIAyYy3I | GFfedokel i AyadSIR 2F (KS 2SaidSNDa

It should here beaid that, apart from their pictures, the Ulm and Augsburg books are noteworthy for their border and
f SGGSNI RSO2NF A2y d ¢KS ! fY LINRYGSNE W2KYy % AYSNE Ay ¢
(or half-border rather), with d I y& Ay GKS O2NYySNE A& dzaSR FNBIjdSyif e
Quadragesimale, 1475, this zany is changed into an ordinary citizen by means of an ingenious piecing &f the block.

As also recorded by Mus, this kind of printeddecoration was rapidly dismissed in favour of new Renaissance layouts,
making such decoration a true rarijoreover, most of these borders and initials were often heavily painted. This book
displays an exceptional state of pesion, whichallows observing these decorations in their original, untouched
state. Although the provenance of this book is uncertain, the lush decoration of the covers from the nearby city
Landshut also testifies of the high quality of this comomssi

Bibliography: BMC Il, 524; ISTC ig00491000;IBSB392.

2W.a2NNAAS Why GKS I NIAAGAO vdzhf AGASE 2FORKKASSYR@aR®DaAziAy 221at 2F3N.
Their History and Art, 1893



2.BIBLIA LATINA

[Mainz, Johann Gutenberg et Johann Fust, 1455

£ 100,00

Above: fol. 83r



