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1. ARISTOTLE (Comm: Averroes; Ed: Nicoletus Vernia). Opera: Praedicamenta, De interpretatione, Analytica priora (Tr: Boethius). Analytica
posteriora (Tr: Jacobus Veneticus). Topica, Sophistici elenchi (Tr: Boethius). Add: Porphyrius: Isagoge in Aristotelis Praedicamenta (Tr:

Boethius).

Venice, Andreas Torresanus, de Asula and Bartholomaeus de Blavis, de Alexandria (in part for Johannes de Colonia), 1483.

£15,000

FIRST EDITION thus. Royal Folio. 117 leaves (of 118, lacking only blank q10), a-b® ¢* d"* €® f"° g-k® I* m°® n® 0-p® q'° r*, double column, gothic
letter in two sizes, 66 lines and headlines, initial blank spaces, beautiful woodcut printer’s device printed in red to final text f. (r8). Occasional early
ink marginalia throughout, extensive annotations, neat and clear, on the first leaves of the Posterior Analytics (K5, K6 and L1); lightly browned and
stained, a few wormbholes, affecting part of one or two letters on several ff., occasional foxing or spotting, a few stains, some marginal repairs,
especially to upper gutters, old wooden boards, re-backed in antique style calf, lacking clasps, upper corners of boards worn, some worming,

rubbed. A fine and clean copy overall, with wide margins.

Rare. First in a series of separately issued parts of Aristotle’s Opera by the Venice-based printers Bartolomeo de Blavis and Andrea Torresano. A
pupil of Nicolas Jenson, Torresano was Aldus’s son-in-law and became his collaborator from 1508 onwards. Averroes was an Andalusian Muslim
polymath. Some consider him the founding father of secular thought in Western Europe, who played an essential role in contributing to the
transmission and understanding of the thought of the great Greek philosopher. His thorough commentaries upon Aristotle’s works have informed

the medieval scholarly traditions within the European universities and the theological elaborations of Scholasticism.

Goff A962, GKW 2337. Renouard 284:3. Stillwell, Awakening Interest in Science 736 n. Klebs 82:2. Bernoni 271:14 “importante edizione”. Not in
BMC XV.
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2. AUGUSTINUS, Aurelius. De trinitate.

Basel, Johann Amerbach, 1489.
£7,250

Folio. a-d® e’ f* g° h* i® k® I-m°. Gothic letter in two sizes on thick paper, 54 lines and headlines, capital spaces with printed guide-letter and large ms.
rubricated initials. Opening page with 4-line initial in blue on punched gold ground, floral decoration in lower margin, red underlining to very first
lines of text, and ink underlining throughout. First quire extensively annotated by an elegant early hand; ms. list of feast days on rear endpaper -- Au
am Inn, monastery S. Felicita (early title inscription). A few letters supplied in ink ms. on a4, some scattered worming mostly marginal but touching
text in a, k-m, light dampstain towards the end. In contemporary German blind-tooled calf over wooden boards, sides panelled with foliate rolls and
various foliate stamps. Somewhat worn, sign of restoration, re-backed, without clasps, small wormholes, but generally fine. A copy in good

condition.

This is the second incunabular edition of Saint Augustine’s On the Trinity. It includes fifteenth books discussing God and his three-folded nature,
according to the Christian faith. This Latin Father of the Church, who lived in the fifth century in Northern Africa, had a great influence on the
Christian thought of the later centuries. Amberbach printed this and two other works by St. Augustine in quick succession; on the basis of their

success he embarked on his ambitious project of printing the entire Augustinian corpus, completed in 1506.

HC 2037; BMC III 751; GW 2926; BSB-Ink A-877; Bod-inc A-561; Goff A1343; ISTC 1a01344000.
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3. GUILLERMUS PARISIENSIS. Postilla super epistolas et evangelia.

Basel, Nicolaus Kesler, 1492.
£12,000

Quarto. 162 unnumbered leaves, A-M®* N°® a-f* g-h°, including two blanks (fols. [102] (n6) and [162] ((final) h6)). Gothic letter. Floriated initials,
capital spaces with nicely rubricated guide-letters, rubrications throughout. Title-page with large woodcut of Crucifixion, 52 smaller woodcuts in
text. Some light soiling and staining, a few wormholes to blank margins towards beginning, fols. [73] (k1) and [80] (k8) re-margined in blank (the
latter also with a small paper flaw, affecting two words on verso), fol. [76] (k4) with repair to blank outer margin, overall a good copy. In original
blind-stamped calf over wooden boards with vellum bifolia of fifteenth-century breviary as endleaves. Large brass clasp, rebacked, cracks to spine,

small tear to head. Contemporary ownership inscription on f.f.e.p. recto. A fine copy.

Hllustrated guide to the excerpts from the Epistles and Evangelists read at church services throughout the year (the Lessons). The text was first
issued in 1437. The importance of the book is shown in the fact that more than 100 incunabular editions were produced (if a reasonable estimate of
400 copies per edition is accepted, this suggests over 40,000 copies in circulation!) The book’s naive woodcuts, some of considerable charm,
appeared in a Basle edition of 28 July 1491. The ‘British Museum Catalogue’, describing this earlier printing, suggests that the pictures were

copied from earlier Lyons editions. Schreiber, writing about this present edition, suggests the influence of the Strassburg ‘Plenarium’ of 1482.

Goff G 682. BMC III 770. Schreiber 4147. Hain 8279. The Kraus copy, Catalogue 182, number 85.
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4. PETRUS LOMBARDUS. Sententiarum libri IV.

Basel, Nicolaus Kesler, 1486. £12,500

Folio. a-h8.6 i8 k-p8.6 g-r6 (alr title, alv blank, a2r Books I-II, r8 blank); s-x8.6 y-z6 (s1 Book III, z6 blank); A-F8.6 G6 H8 (A1 Book IV, H8v
colophon and device); I8 K10 (I1r alphabetical index, K10 blank). 232 leaves. 54 lines and headline, marginalia. Types: 1:180G (title), 2:82AG
(text), 2:82BG (marginalia). Printer’s woodcut device (Davies 8). 2- and 3-line capital spaces, most with printed guide letters. Later rubrication in
quires t-x only. (A few short marginal tears, light dampstaining at end, final blank leaf torn and repaired.) Contemporary German blind-stamped calf
over wooden boards, sides with central saltire panel, the compartments decorated with diamond-shaped fleur-de-lys stamps and smaller circular
fleurs-de-lys framed with alternating large rosettes and the larger fleurs-de-lys, two brass fore-edge catches on lower cover and remnants of leather
clasps on upper cover, lower pastedown from two 13th-century manuscripts on vellum, one relating to a Gospel, the other a scholastic text, title

lettered on fore-edge (rebacked preserving original backstrip, front endpapers renewed); numerous deckle edges preserved.

Copiously annotated in a small neat cursive hand, apparently by a single contemporary owner, a second hand appearing in Book IV, chapters 31-
32 (FI-F2). A note on the title by the principal annotator clarifies the difference between Petrus Lombardus and Petrus Comestor (according to
legend they were brothers), explaining that one was the commentator of the Psalms and Pauline Epistles, while to the other was due the history of
the [early] church. After first encountering opposition and attempts at censorship, Peter Lombard’s Sententiae became the standard textbook of
Catholic theology during the later middle ages. This is the probable seventh of 21 recorded fifteenth-century editions. At the death of Bernhard
Richel in 1482 his son-in-law Nicolaus Kesler, or Kessler, a native of Bottwar, took over the press. Under Kesler’s management the shop became
one of the most important in Basel, making use of a rich variety of typographic material, and printing predominantly theological, homiletic and

canonical texts, along with a few humanist works. This copy was part of the Nakles Collection (Christie’s, New York, 2000).

HC 10190*; BMC II1, 763 (IB. 37573); BSB-Ink. P-382; CIBN P-241; Harvard/Walsh 1204; Polain(B) 3117; Pr 7654; Goff P-484.
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PLATINA’S THE LIVES OF THE POPES WITH A 1522 MS NOTE OF REJOICEMENT FOR CAPTAIN SEBASTIAN
ELCANO’S COMPLETION OF THE FIRST GLOBAL CIRCUMNAVIGATION (1519 -22) STARTED BY MAGELLAN
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5. PLATINA, Bartholomaeus de (1421-81). Vitae pontificum.

Treviso, Johannes Rubeus Vercellensis, 1485.

£10,000

Folio. 136 leaves. A" B-Q® R®. Roman letter. 52 lines, headlines, capital spaces without guide-letters. Slightly trimmed, but good wide margins;
thumb marks on lower corner of first leaf; some heavy dampstaining on first two leaves and throughout the first half of the book at foot of pages, no
affection the text. Some small wormholes throughout the last three quires, with minimal text loss. Copious early ms. annotations, mostly names of
popes for reference. Blank verso of first leaf with extensive Italian vernacular ms. note written in 1522, commemorating the momentous return to
Europe of Capitan Juan Sebastidn Elcano on the ship Victoria, completing the circumnavigation of the globe for the first time ever in history, which
had started three years earlier under the leadership of Ferdinand Magellan who died in the Philippines on the way back from the Pacific. This
annotation mentions also the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V as the patron of this expedition. Autograph of C17th owner, the nobleman Lucrezio
Palladio degli Olivi, from Friuli (once Republic of Venice), dated “1670” on top of second leaf’s verso. Handwritten foliation; ms. indexing on last
leaf, probably by the same early hand that wrote most annotations; loose sheet with C18th ms. list of the following popes, from Paul II up to Pius

VI, consecrated in 1775. In C18th vellum over thick boards. Ink date to spine plus reference numeration. A lovely copy in good condition.
This incunable is the third edition of Platina’s The Lives of the Popes (first printed in 1479). This work is the first systematic handbook of Papal
history. Composed by the Italian humanist, theologian, and historian Bartolomeo Platina and presented to Sixtus IV in manuscript form at the end

of 1474, the original copy is still held at the Vatican Library.

BMC VI, 897; Goff P770; HC 13048*; Oates 2465; Polain (B) 3188; Proctor 6498.
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CAIl PLYNII SECVNDI NATVRALIS HYSTORIAE LIBER PRIMVS,

CAIVS PLYNIVS SECVNDVS NOVO!
SALVTEM. NOVOCOMENSIS, T..VESPASIANO $VO

PRAEFATIO.

IBROS NATVRALIS HISTORIAE NO.
Itium cameenis quiritum tHog opus natumapud
me ;pxima feetura licentiore epiftola narrare con
ftirui tibi iucundiffime imperator +Sit.n.hacc tui
rafatio veriflima dil maxinio cofenefcit in patre
ncp tu folebas meas e aliquid putare nugass
obiicere moliar Catullii conterrancum mei +
Agnofcis & hoc caftréfe uerbum. llle.n, (ut feis )
pmutatis prioribus fyllabis duriufculum fe fecits
G volebat exiftimari a uernaculis tois & famulis.
Simul uthac mea petulantia fiatiquod pxime nd

cum ufuat imperium Triumphale & céforium ius
e exealqp coful ac tribunitize poteftatis priceps, Et
qd bis nobilius fecifti:dam illud patri pariter & egftriordini praeftas praefectus praztorii eius
oy omniacg beec reipus Etnobis quidé qualis in caftrenfi contubernio 3 Nec quicd; mutauit in te
IR fortunze amplitudo in iissnifi ur pdeffe tantundé poffessur uelles, Itagg cum caeteris in uenera
tione tui pateant omnia illa:nobis ad colendum te familiarius audacia fola fupereft. Hanc igi€
tibi imputabif: & in noftra culpa tibi ignofcef Perfricui faciésnec th pfeci,Quando alia uia o/
curris ngens.Et longius &t fubmoues ingenii fajcibus. Fulgurat in nullo undy verius dicta nis
eloquentiz tribunitiz poteftatis facundia+ Quandb tu ore patris laudes tonas : Quanto fra
tris amas ¥ Quantus in poetica es 3 O magna foecundital animi, Quemadmodum quogs fratré
imitareris excogitafti.Sed haecgs poffet intrepidus wftimare % fubiturus ingenii tui iudicium
prafertim lacefiitum 2 Negg.n.{imilis € conditio publicantium: & nominatim tibi dicantium +
Tum poflem dicere:qd iftalegis imperator 3 Humili pulgo{cripta funtsagricolag opificd turs
be:deniq; ftudior: ociofis. Quid te iudicé facis»Cum hanc opera condiceré :n6 eras in hocals
.bo.Maioré te {ciebam & ut defcenfurum huc putaré. Praeterea & quaedam publica ét eruditor

+ rumreie@io. Vit illa& M. Tullius extraomné ingenii aleam politus . Et quod miremurper
aduocatum defendit 3 Haec do&iffimum omnium Perfium legere nolo.L elium Decimum uolo
Quod i hoc Lucillius g primus c3didit ftili nafum dicendum1ibi putauit. Si Cicero mutuadem
prefertimcum de repu.fcriberet:quito nos caufatius ab aliquo iudice defendimur 2 Sed hzee
o mibi nunc patrocinia ademi nuncupationé . Quamplurimum refertfortiat aliquis itdicé an
at. Multumgg apparatus intereft apud inuitatum bofpité & oblatum Cum apud Catoné il
Tam ambitus hofte: & repulfis tand; honoribus meptis gaudenté:Fagrantibus comitys pecus
nias deponerent candidatizhd {e facere p innocentia:qd’ in rebus bumanis fummum effet pfi
tebant, Inde illanobilis M. Ciceronis ffpiratios O te foelicem. M. Pot tif a quo rem improba
petere nemo audet. Cii tribunos appellaret. L. Scipio Afiaticus inter quos erat Gracchus hoc
. atreftabatsuel mintico iudice fe pbari poffe. Adeo fummum quifcs caufze fuz iudicé facit qué/
ot e o cunggeligit, Vnde puocario appellat s Te quidé in excelfiffimo humani generis faftigio pofis
fongs rattr ac alse ™ tum fumma eloquentia famma eruditione praeditum religiofe adirt écafalutaribus fcio.Et ido
ud opis srmscne - immgenfa praeter caeteras{ubir curasut que tibi dicant condigna fints Vew & diis lacte ruftici
: mulcBeggentes {upplicant: & mola ti falfalitantsg non habent thura, Neeulli fuit uitio deos
colere quoquomodo poffet. Meae gdem temeritati acceflit hoc quoggs gp leuioris operae hos
tibi dedicani libellos s Nam nec ingenii funt capaces:qd alioquin nobis pergsmediocre erats
 Necadmirtunt exceffus aut orationes:fermones tieaut cafus mirabil | cuentus varios né
alia fucunda diétu ac legentibus blanda.Sterili materia reg naturas hoc eft uita parrat . Frhaee
fordidiffima fui partesut plurimage rew: aut rufticis uocabulissaut externissimmo barbaris cum
bonoris prafatione ponendis. Praterea ter € non trita ‘auttoribus uia:neequa pegriarianis
mus expetat. Nemo apud nos quidé qui attentaverit.Nemo apud graecos g inus omnia éa fra
@averit inuenigur Magna pars ftudiow amcenitates quaimof. Quze ero tradata abalfis dis
cunt immenfie fubtilitatis obfcuris reg: tenebris pramunt +lam omnia artingenda quee greeci
ciecyclopeedias nocant: & tamen ignota aut incerta ingeniis facta, Alia ueroita muliis pditaz
it in faftidid finc adducta, R es arduas uetuftis novitat€ daresnouls auctoritatems obfoletis n/
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CAll PLYNII SECVNDI NATVRALIS HYSTORIAE LIBER SECVNDVS
] = 3 X Foli oA

AnFinitus Sit MundussEt An Vnus. Casie
*5 5

s circiiflexu reguntur cunctas:

Extraintracii®a cdplexusin
et reR Ipfa natura.Furor eft mé
a { aufos. Alios

illud idé in b (it itelligi 2 Epons
fedto furor egredi ex eoset tandg iterna eius ciictap) bﬁ

fivero menfurd ullius rei pofiit agéte qui fu nefciarsaut mens bois nidere quae mundus;
‘moncapiate ’ De FormaEius Casiie P

Ormam eius infpém orbis abfolari globara effe nomeé i primis et cofenfuis i eg mort.
11 orbé appellanud, Sed et argumeta reg: docét:no folum quia talis figura oibus fun

pubus uergit i fefesac fibi ipfa tolerada eftfecp icludit et cdriner nullag egésedpag: . -
3 rium i puibus {€tiens :nec ga ad mori quo fibide uertt debeat{ut .

diufe quaciiggcers

cile excedés tatee molis rotata nertigine aflidua fonitus

3 {eluma dem £
dixerim:nd hercle magis & circiiaétos: fimul tinnitus fydew: {uofcg uoluentium orbes.

n
duleis gdé et incredibili fuauitate cdcentus nobif qui itus agumur tuxta diebus noctibufag tas
‘citus labitur mundustefle inumeras ei effigies aialitim regcp cunéta ipffas, Nec ut inzlw

ous leuit inua lubricum corpus:quod clariffimi au&ores dix
argumetis indicatur tquonid inde deciduis reg ofum feminibus i inT

n numerz in mart praecipues
:cl: illegzq; cdfufis moftrifica digenerarur 'eggiesopr‘&tcrea uifus probattone alibi plauftras
1i

urliztaurtalibizalibi lictera figura cadidiore medio fuper uerticem circulos .

- - CurMunduos Dicatur,  Ca.iiiis 3
¢ Quidem et c3f€fu gentium moueorNam qué cofmon greecinoie ormaiiti
_ appellaverantseum et nos a perfecta abfoluracg elegaria mundum . Ceelil quidé haud
dubie czlati arguméro diximus: ut interprarar. M. Varro. Adiuuat reg ordo delcripto airz
fignifer uoca in, xii ajalium effigiesset perillas folis curfu

De Quartuor Elementi

 dubit tuor ea effe. Igni

5 % & + T < a 4
deribus inbiberi quo minus mq'&f.ﬁﬁnﬁzﬁﬂula ne ruant fufpédi leutbus in fublime ré%%;
ubus Sic pari in diwer(a nifu ui fua quaecp coliftere irregeto mundiipfius coftricta circuitu:
quo f€p in e curréte imd atgg media i toto terrd eadcp univerfo cardine ftare pedere libraz
tem per quz pendears1£a {ola imobilé circa d uolubilt unuerfitate cadécy ex omibus nectis
idéqg oia innitis DeSeptem Planeris, Ca,vi, 3

 Ner hanc caelump eodé piritu pédent certis diforeta fpatiis.vii. fjderasquee abins
1 ceflunocamus errdtiascum erréc nulla minus illis. Quog: medius fol ferrur aplifima
“magnitudine ac poteft: tépoR m terrafiqy: fedfydem: etid 1p: icg rector.

- g ~ 4 e S i
Hunc mundi effe totius animumsac planius mentems Hunc principale naruree regimen ac

numen credere decer opera eius extimantes. Hic lcem rebus miniftratsaufertqy tenebras.
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+ ot tales ficcos:ec diluendo ot uina'mi:[ganr. AtlLercule illic_'tellus

L h;unu&t.unm;m vitiog: folertia inuétum eft qu'?ddmod}{ aqua quocy inebria

fruges parere udemtunr ~(l~nt us humanis gratifiimisintus uinizforis Oluial bog egenere am

ret.Duo font qu:orl&‘]s;‘: P farivs. Nec fegniter uita in eo elaborauit. Quato tamé In potu iny
bo pra:upul.b; olel nec

geniofior appe!
plict numero exc

CAIl PLYNII SECVNDI NATVRALIS HYSTORIAE LIBER.XV,

tas«Meros quippe

e = itagngg. Si [pecies uero ftimeturspene dig
,1bédi generibus centunonagl I
. ‘:;‘:illtl;tun%o»]; paucioribus olets De quo in fequenti volumine dicemus.
0g) .

Nature Frugiferag Arbogre  Casis

LEAM THEOPHRASTVS CELEBERR]!V{VS‘ B
grecoR aucoribul u;bll roma ano cl_rclrer.quadrlgetehoqm
dragefio negavic niftintra,x].mil. pafsa mart nafei, Feneftella
uero oiond fuifle 1 iralia hifpania atg afn(z:Tarqn_lo P_nfto_re
gnatesab anis populi rosclxxxiite Que niic puenit traf_alp“
quogg &igallias bifpaniafcy medias. Vrbis qdf ano g}ngetcﬁo
quto: Appio Claudio Cact nepote, L. lunio cof. olei fibrae dus
odenz atlibus ueniere Et mox dno.de.octogefimo M, Seruis
us T+F.zdilis curralis olerdenas libras fingulis ambug prafti
tit populo ro.per totd annum. Minus €a miretur qm_faa( PP“
annos. xxit«Cn. Popetisiiticofalaru oled Jpuintifs ml!zm mlﬁ[{
fe.Hefiodus ql?;_)q,' ipnm}; coled ;Lgro_ty doccnd[a Xb“f“ms ui
. epiffe quedz« Tam tarda tiic res erats At niic etiam
HIMCEATL 01‘2 fg(orcm fm[é[t:rr: ::;; fi: grpﬁr?xr bi(&~Fiblanul negat puenire frigidifii
3 p]m!"s muumﬂ#ayméi encta eaR tria dixit Vlrgl]lus:ol’(hl[ts: & radlos:&poﬁas.Nec
il ' flTl‘s;IIaLm:aur curam. Sine dublo & in s fold maxime czlucy referres
(‘i/ehdcmre rag‘;\);‘:é‘ 1[1:?1: dhiies arcp etiam interradi gaudent, Cofequés eag nindemia arfc
uj?nraa:)': I;;laco Li;mnna tempandi, Ex eadem gppe oliua differtic 8f‘ucc1.anu mmd:mdal altzz:
nddom inchoat® maturitati{shaec fapore Pmm"“[!'mo'Q}‘L“ €x ‘l' P“"(‘; ';"’la f‘é:g
tiffimasac deinde p diminutionessfiue(ut nup inuentu eft)exilibos tegulis ped 2 inclul o.dﬁa : :
maturior baccastanto pinguior (ucc_us:ml_rquue graru5~0_ptlmz aus 2tasa “;rpmr ; Ca:
copid bonitatemag incipiente baccanigrefceres Noftri uocar drupassgraci uerc} rypetas. o
tero diftat an maturitas illa in torcularibus fiatsan ramifu Rigua fueric arbor.-an uo unn:fm
ca fucco Nihilque aliud G rores caeli b[l)bmlt .o e 3 )
¢ 0IC0 olle
u  Etoftas oleo tediomaffert nd item ut vinos plurimiique @tatis annuo eft: puida filibeati
telligere narura, Q_uippe temulenti nafcentibus vinis utinecelle nd eft. Quinimo inkis
tat’ad fernandum blanda inueterati cariessOleo noluit parcis fecitque neteratii eaneceflitate,p
mifcaum Et unlgo principatum ni hoc quoque bono optinuit italiatoto orbc:ma]ximc a ;ou;
nafranos eitfcg pre:que liciniand fundit oleum:unde & liciniz gloria praecipua oliuzs e gtuu
ta hanc palmam dedere accomodato ipfis od_ore.l)ec{xg & palatum delicatiore fcmcntla;I 5«'/
1o baccas liciniz nulla anis apperit.R eliquii certamé iter iftrize terram & betica par ¢ o.] ez
na bonitas prouintiissexcepto africz frugifero folo. Cterif totum id natura t('mceﬂ'lt. Cui:
ac ninum non'inuidit tantum:fatifque gloriz in meffibus fecitsReliqua erroris'plenas quem
nulla parte vitz numerofiorem effe docebimus. :
De natura oliuz: & olez incipientiss  Cayiiis
o  Livzc3tatnucleosoleoscarnesamurca Sanies eft hac eius amara.Fit exaquis.Ideofic’
ciuubus_mimma:riguis copiofa. Suus quidé olinz fuuccus eft oletisiday pracipue ex ima
turis incelligimuss ficut de omphacio docuimus Augetur oleii ab ar&uri cxortuad.xlil Kaleits
oétobypoftea nuclei increfciits & caro. Cii flitienti hymbres copiofi accefferesuitia€ oleiijnamur
cam.,Huius color olini cogitnigrefcere. Ideocg incipiente nigricia minimi amurcz sante ea niz
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6. PLINIUS SECUNDUS, Gaius, or PLINY THE ELDER (Ed: Filippo Beroaldo) Historia Naturalis.

[Colophon: Parma, Andreas Portilia, 8 July 1481.]
£50,000

Royal Folio. (40.2 x 28.1 cm.), A* B C-E* F° G-H® I-L® M-Y® Z° &* a-f* g° 2a-2d® 2¢°, lacking blanks at beginning and end. Roman letter in two
sizes. First page of text (A2r) with a very large contemporary lavishly illuminated initial “L” (liquid gold and vivid green, blue and purple colours: a
Venetian atelier?), spanning the width of 15 lines of text, without taking into account the extensive marginal foliation; at the foot of the same page,
an illuminated heraldic shield, unidentified (noble Florentine family of Acciaiuoli? a rampant lion, slightly erased, within a shield at the centre of a
laurel wreath on a shell-like blue background with two intertwined cornucopias containing fruits and plant leaves). Clr also carries an illuminated
initial from the same time. Some light foxing, spotting and staining, particularly to margins, light scattering of wormholes towards beginning,
mended snag to bottom margin of last leaf of text, owner’s inscription almost completely removed from sig. a4r and very faded old stamp on recto
of rear endpaper. A very good, clean and wide-margined copy, many pages of remarkable freshness, in early vellum (soiled, ties removed, top joint

mended). Early shelf mark in ink on verso of initial blank. Contemporary or early marginalia in two hands, especially on the first page of the text.

A superb copy of the third Parma edition of Pliny’s Natural History, which was the main medieval source for ancient science. In this work Pliny
gives a mathematical and physical description of the world, discusses geography, ethnography, anthropology, human physiology, zoology, botany,
mineralogy, sculpture and painting. As “a purveyor of information both scientific and non-scientific, Pliny holds a place of exceptional importance
in the tradition and diffusion of culture” (DSB). In the present work, Pliny “gives us by far the most detailed account of the coast of the United Arab
Emirates that has come down to us. Chapter 32 of Book 6, “beginning near the Qatar peninsula, proceeds to describe the Emirates islands, tribes,
and coast right up to the Musandam peninsula, before continuing on south along the coast of Oman”. Pliny “completed his work in 77AD and, to
judge from his account of the peoples and places of south-eastern Arabia [...], the area of the UAE was full of settlements, tribes, and physical

features, the names of which he recorded for posterity” (Ghareeb/Al Abed 54).
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This book is illuminated for a contemporary Italian owner, and carries contemporary or early annotations by two different hands. Although this is a

wide-margined copy, the books shows signs of trimming, slightly affecting some of the marginalia. One is a scientific gloss, while the other

comprises notes of a philological or historical nature and includes sporadic suggestions for better readings of the text. Chapter 10 of Book 28,

which deals with medicines from animal origin, in particular wild boars, goats and similar beasts, shows the interest in this topic by one of the early

owners who left plenty of annotations. At sig. bb8r (Book 35) there is a reference to the humanist Lorenzo Valla (1405-1457) concerning Pliny’s

arguments regarding the deceptive power of painting in relation to birds. Filippo Beroaldo the Elder edited this incunable. He was a humanities

teacher at the University of Bologna and editor of early printed Classics, who normally produced work for the Bolognese publisher Ugo Ruggeri.

BMC VII, 937; BSB-Ink P-604; Goff P 793; Hain 13094*; HC 13094; ISTC ip00793000; Oates 2573; Rush Hawkins 339.
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7. SANCTO GEORGIO, Johannes Antonius de: Oratio in exequiis

Cardinalis Tornacensis.

[Rome, Stephan Plannck, on or after 16 October 1483.]
£2,800

Chancery quarto (204 x 14.2 cm.), 6 unnumbered leaves including
final blank, clearly integral because it shows on recto an offsetting
from the previous page. A good copy in black, white and beige floral

paper on boards.

One of two different editions from the same year, of a funeral oration
for Ferricus de Cluniaco (Ferri de Clugny), cardinal and bishop of
Tournai, who died in Rome on 7 October 1483. Made bishop in 1473
and cardinal in 1480, he was a counsellor or emissary for Philip the
Good and Charles the Bold of Burgundy, the Emperor Maximilian
and Louis XI of France. His funeral was held on 16 October 1483.
Plannck, the printer, specialised in publishing orations given in Rome,
in this quarto pamphlet form. The speech-giver, Gianantonio de San
Giorgio (1439-1509), was bishop of a suffragan diocese of Milan,
and was also a successful canonist and law teacher. He was promoted

to cardinal in 1493.
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Goff S 134. Hain 7597*. Mead ‘Huntington’ 2023. Not in BMC (the
BL nevertheless has a copy, 1A.18342).

8. STELLA CLERICORUM

[Leipzig, Conrad Kachelofen] 1494.
£4,500

4to (193 x 14.2 cm.),14 fols., A®B®, Gothic letter, 32-33 lines per
page. B3 mislettered A3 and bound after the true A3, B4 misbound
between A5/6. Occasional light spotting, some repair to blank edges,

bound in modern half vellum boards, title on spine.

A popular manual for the use of clerics advising on how to carry out
the priestly duties in the best way. The text is based on the works of
the Saints Bernard of Clairvaux and Augustine. This may be a variant
issue as comparison by an earlier cataloguer has found differences
between ours and the Cambridge copy (see Oates below), which has
30-30ll., showing variations on sigs. B2 and B3. Kachelofen (d.
1528/9) was likely the second printer of Leipzig, and appears to be the
first major publisher to set up in the city. His output was eclectic.

Goff S 779. Marston p .72. Voullieme (B) 1323. Oates 1278. Not in
BMC.
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Spine of Pliny, No. 6 (left); Detail of No. 2, Saint Augustine (below)
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